[Ovarian tumors located in the hilus. Analysis of 126 publications of the literature].
One hundred and twenty six reported cases of ovarian tumors located in the hilus (OTLH) are analyzed. They represent a special sub group of ovarian steroid cell tumors (former "lipid cell tumors"). A number of these neoplasms are Leydig-Berger cell tumors (LBCT), which are characterized by the presence of the crystal of Reinke, a specific proteinaceous inclusion, whose detection may be improved by new available methods. Crystal-free steroid cell tumors located in the hilus are in most cases true leydigoma of the ovary whose features are indiscernible from LBCT's. They are revealed after years of evolution by signs of hyperandrogeny or post menopausal bleeding. Plasma testosterone levels are always elevated while urinary 17 keto steroid cytoplasmic values are normal in 50% of cases. Three main features distinguish ovarian tumors located in the hilus from others ovarian steroid cell tumors: the occurrence in aged women, the small size of the tumors, and the excellent prognosis.